A quick aside:  I forgot to mention that El Paso has a No Smoking ordinance for all indoor public places – restaurants, bars, nightclubs, etc.  Most places have opened up outdoor patios so smokers can still light up if they want to.

Downtown

Check out the following

http://www.elpasodowntownmanagementdistrict.org/  For a quick view of some downtown scenes.  Click on each photo for an explanation of what you’re looking at.

http://www.elpasodowntownshopping.com/
This website has a list of restaurants/stores/ etc. at the bottom of the main page where it says “Find A Business”.  The list is a little outdated but it gives you an idea of what you’ll find.

The rest of this probably won’t be useful until you’re actually there:

Several things worth knowing about downtown.

1.There is some really cool buildings – lots of great architecture!

2.It’s pretty busy by day, but pretty much dies out at night.

3.Because of #2, there has been a big push over the past few years to try to turn downtown into more of an entertainment area.  More on this later.

The best place to start is at the Convention Center/Abraham Chavez Theatre on Santa Fe Street where it intersects with Main Street.  At the small round building you can enter for Tourist info., maps, a Historic downtown walking tour guide of El Paso or Juarez, etc. This is also where the trolley to Juarez begins.  (A little north of this is Cleveland Square.  Not much there now besides a Science Museum for kids called Insights and the Main branch of the Public Library, but it will be the new site of the History Museum and the Expanded Main Public Library.  This area used to be a cemetery for the military so some people say they have seen ghosts in military uniforms in the library.) 

Next, a good place to start your tour of downtown is San Jacinto Plaza (“La Plazita”).  Surrounding the Plaza are some great old buildings – The Cortez Hotel, the old Kessler Building, the Mills building, the Plaza Hotel (Elizabeth Taylor lived here for a short while), etc.  A lot of these are either vacant or are mainly office buildings now.  The middle picture in the first website above shows a few of these places. From here, you’ll have quick access to the Art Museum, the Camino Real Hotel, and El Paso Street.   This street leads right to the International Bridge.  El Paso street has a bunch of little shops where you can do some really cheap shopping.  This street gets pretty packed and there will be a bunch of Mexican shoppers, so it’s a really interesting place. (If any of you are of Korean descent, you might be surprised to find that El Paso Street has many Korean family-run stores.  In fact, El Paso and Juarez have always had some very successful Asian families.  You can read a little about some of there stores at http://www.elpasoinc.com/Archive/03_02_02/intrview.html
If you head back east along San Antonio street you’ll approach the County and Federal Courthouses and you’ll see many stores (Union Fashion, etc.) and a few restaurants along the way.  Texas Street also has some interesting buildings and shops a good ways away, including a little book print shop called Cinco Puntos Press, Café Mayapan (good food and souvenir market), Havana Blue (restaurant/bar), Galeria San Ysidro (art, furniture, etc.), and El Paso Chile Co.  Magoffin Street will also lead you to the Magoffin Home, the home of one of the early families in El Paso that is now a state historical site.  Here, you can get a good tour and they have a good collection of books about local stuff.  It also is supposedly haunted. http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/magoffin/magoffin.htm
Like I mentioned earlier, there isn’t much going on downtown after dark.  (Some exceptions include Club Xcape, the Camino Real Hotel’s bars/restaurants.)  

The area that is the focus of downtown redevelopment is an area called the Union Plaza area, roughly North of Paisano and west of Santa Fe street.  The area includes the old train station (big church looking building), the Art Museum, the Convention Center, a few clubs – Club 101 & Empire club, a few restaurants/bars – La Norteña.  Right now, they are building a new parking garage in the area, and the hopes are that the area will soon turn into an entertainment/cultural district.  That has really been slow to happen, but I think you all might see some of that happen during your stay in El Paso.  If you would like to see more, you can go to http://www.unionplazaelpaso.com/  If you go to where it says “Properties” you can see some photos of some of the buildings, but nothing too exciting here at this website.

One of the big parts of the plan is the renovation of the old Plaza Theater http://plazatheater.stantonstreetgroup.com/
Another quick note, right around these areas are the Segundo Barrio (pretty much south of Paisano, west of Cotton St., east of Santa Fe St., and north of the Rio Grande) and the Chihuahuita areas (just off of Santa Fe Street right next to the border).  Although there are a lot of good, hardworking folks in this area, these areas have also historically been some of the poorer areas in town and are considered kind of rough areas of town.  I don’t think they are as bad as what they used to be, but just so you know if you’re in the area (i.e. probably not the place to be after dark).

Well, that’s the main stuff about downtown.  I hope you enjoy!

