One thing that you might want to know about as you choose where to live:

There is an area near UTEP that has unfortunately been found to have higher levels of heavy metals (lead and others).  As you drive on I-10, you’ll notice a huge smoke stack that is a part of a copper smelter called ASARCO that has been running since the late 1800s.  It currently is shut down.  According to the EPA, ASARCO is the source of the contamination.   ASARCO doesn’t see it that way.  They are currently doing a clean up of the soil in the some of these areas (removing a certain depth of the top soil).  Although it isn’t quite clear how bad the situation is, and it’s probably more of a concern for folks with kids that will playing in the dirt, it may be something you might want to ask about if you’r thinking of renting a house in the these areas:

Pretty much the areas right next to UTEP, including the Sunset Heights District, Mission Hills, and the Kern place area.  If you go check out these areas, there are some really beautiful old homes, especially in the Kern place area along Cincinnati street.  Anyways, just thought you might want to know.  If you have any questions you could probably contact the County Health or EPA people in El Paso, or check out the following articles:

http://www.borderlandnews.com/contamination2/index.shtml
On the extras section look for a map of the tested sites (more areas might have been tested after this map was posted)

