Surrounding Areas

Juarez

Going to Juarez can be a really cool experience.  I’ll first give you some practical stuff about how to go there, and then see below for other stuff you should know about Juarez.  Three ways to get there:

1.You can walk across the Santa Fe Bridge.  This will take you to Avenida Juarez which is where a lot of the nightclubs/bars are.   Going down a little way will take you to the 16 de Septiembre Street.  Just a little east and you’ll get to the Mission, the Cathedral, the Old Plaza, the old Presidential building, and the Cuauhtemoc market.  Going a little west on 16 de Septiembre and you’ll get to the Juarez Street Market.  

2.You can take a trolley from the El Paso convention center.  http://www.borderjumper.com/home.asp
Cheap and convenient. They don’t make it out to the mission or Cuauhtemoc market, but you can walk there from the Juarez market.  Some of the stops are little craft places.  At one you’ll see really skilled glass blowers making the crafts being sold.  After a while the stops kind of are just more of the same thing, and I think the best part is really at either the Juarez market or the Cuauhtemoc market.  Here, you’ll really be amongst the Juarez folks

3.You can drive. This gives you more of a chance to see more areas besides the ones I mentioned, but it just kind of depends on whether you want to take your car over to Mexico, mess with traffic, etc. 

Things to know about Juarez (not to scare you, just so you know):

1.It’s a big city ~ 1,500,000-1,700,000

2.It’s grown fast.  In the 90’s it probably grew by over 500,000 since jobs were plentiful in Juarez

3.There is a lot of crime in Juarez. There have been hundreds of murders of young women in the last ten years.  Drugs and drug trafficking are huge problems.  The stuff that you see in the movies is real here.

4.Juarez has some very rich people and some very nice areas, but there are A LOT of very poor people and A LOT of very poor areas.  Although Juarez has always had problems, those have been exacerbated by too much growth too fast.  Recently, tens of thousands of factory workers have lost their jobs as the U.S. economy took a downturn and as factories are leaving Juarez and heading to other countries with even cheaper labor.

6.Overall, going to Juarez can be really great, but you need to be smart about it.  Go in a group.  Don’t put your drinks down where someone could mess with it (I’m not joking).  Be careful where you walk.  There are some pretty shady areas near Avenida Juarez so be careful where you walk.  Also, never, ever take a gun to Juarez, even on your car.  If you get caught, even if you tell the Mexican cops at the bridge that you didn’t know and want to turn your car around and head back to the U.S., you’ll be spending the next few months in a Mexican prison until the whole thing gets sorted out.  This has happened!

New Mexico

One really cool thing is that you are right next to New Mexico. 

-Sunland Park, New Mexico has the Casino and a mountain called Mount Cristo Rey that has a huge 29 foot Christ statue at the peak. A lot of people make the hike on religious holidays.  It isn’t really considered safe to do the hike alone (you could run into some not so friendly folks), but anytime a large group is making the trip, the sheriffs patrol the area and it’s a really cool experience

-La Union, Mesilla – The drive from the Upper Valley toward Mesilla, New Mexico takes you through some really nice farming areas, huge pecan orchards, a few wineries and ends at a Messilla where you’ll find several restaurants, bars, and shops.  http://www.oldmesilla.org/
-The Cloudcroft/Ruidoso area I mentioned in the outdoor stuff.

