Here are a few cool things to go check out:

Fun Stuff

The Comic Strip (comedy club)  http://www.bartreed.com/
Wet & Wild Waterworld  http://www.wetwild.com/
Western Playland   http://www.westernplayland.com/index.asp
Sunland Park Racetrack and Casino  (Sunland Park, New Mexico right nest to El Paso)  http://www.sunland-park.com/  

Nightclubs/Music

There are some pretty cool nightclubs.  Whether you like loud dance music, a good rock or jazz band, or want to try some salsa dancing, you’ll find what you want.  Here are a few places that have websites and where they’re at in ():

Club Xcape  http://www.clubxcape.com  (Dowtown)

Club 101 and the Empire Club http://www.club101.com  (Downtown)

Pancache L’Experience  (Flash Plug in 6 required) http://www.elpasopanache.com (East)

To see where to check out some bands or to hear some sample songs from local bands, go to:  http://www.elpasotimes.com/openmic/
One of the really cool local bands: Red Eye Factor:  http://www.redeyefactor.com/
Other places:

-***West Side:  On Mesa Street, go to the area near Cincinati Street near UTEP.  Several small restaurants and bars:  Moontime Pizza, Hemingway’s, O2  Lounge, G2, etc. 

-Downtown:  There are a few places scattered around the downtown area.  Be sure to check out the Dome Bar and Uptown’s inside the Camino Real Hotel  http://www.caminoreal.com/elpaso_i/index.html.  

-Eastside: Several places including Chambakoo Bar & Grill (Good food by day, live music for dinner, and nightclub on the weekends), Suavecito Nightclub (Latin music, free lessons on some nights), Graham Central Station, etc. 

-There are plenty of other places in these and the other parts of town.  Pick up an El Paso Times newspaper on Fridays if you’re in town or get a copy at the newspaper area at the Tech Library for a better listing.

-If you’re into jazz, there are a lot of places to go hear some good jazz, including the Dome Bar inside the Camino Real Hotel, Panache L’Experience (Sundays), Sunland Park Casino (Tuesday nights), and Ardovino’s Desert Crossing  (more on this place in the food section)  and plenty others.  For more info go to: http://www.elpasofriendsofjazz.org/
Outdoor Stuff (The really fun stuff!)

-Franklin Mountains State Park http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/franklin/  

Great hiking, mountain biking, some climbing.  There are several areas where you can hike in the park, but the best place to start is at the Tom Mays Area off of Transmountain Road.  This is where they have the trails marked off really well.

-Hueco Mountains State Park http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/hueco/
Just east of the city limits, this place is pretty much a big pile of rocks.  It is a great place to go do some climbing.  It also has an awesome collection of Indian rock paintings and marking left by pioneers passing through in the 1800s.  Because of the need to protect some of the rock art, they have made some of the areas only open for guided tours.  They also make you watch a quick video before you’re allowed to go out to the park (good for one year).

-Guadalupe Mountains National Park -  

http://www.terragalleria.com/parks/np.guadalupe-mountains.html
http://www.guadalupe.mountains.national-park.com/
-About 100 miles east of El Paso.  This is a hiker’s paradise.  Although when you drive by it looks like there is nothing but desert, on the other side of the mountains there is a major forest.  Even if you’re not a big hiker, there are a few easy trails that are excellent.  The hike to McKittrick Canyon has beautiful fall colors and a little stream just a few miles from the road on a very east trail.

-Big Bend National Park

http://www.nps.gov/bibe/home.htm
http://www.terragalleria.com/parks/np.big-bend.html
http://www.bigbendresorts.com/
A little further from from El Paso, but well worth the trip.  The river road from Presidio to Lajitas is great.  The Basin area inside the park has lodging and access to plenty of trails.  Santa Elena Canyon is also very cool!

Other

If you’re into mountain biking talk to the people at Crazy Cat Cyclery in El Paso.  They can tell you where to go.

New Mexico places  

-Organ Mountains in Las Cruces. http://www.ramblincameras.com/Omthome.htm
Short drive from El Paso and some great hiking in some gorgeous mountains

-Cloudcroft/Ruidoso/Mescalero Indian Reservation Areas

http://www.ruidoso.net/
http://www.cloudcroft.net/
http://www.skiapache.com/snowrept.htm
Beautiful pine forests about 2-3 hours from El Paso.  Skiing, hiking, cool towns, and lots more.

Other cool stuff

-The city has plenty of outdoor concerts in the Summer.  

-For monthly events, check out:

http://www.epscene.com/
-Good mariachi music.  Concerts every week either at restaurants or at the Sunland Park casino.  Be sure to go check out Los Arrieros (a younger group) or Los Galleros.  The El Paso Symphony Orchestra sometimes does a concert with the Mariachi Silvestre Vargas from Mexico (THE mariachi band!)

- Lots of concerts, plays, etc. 

-A lot of museums.  Be sure to check out the El Paso Museum of Art http://www.elpasoartmuseum.org/
-Mission Trail http://www.cs.utep.edu/elpaso/miss.html
There are 3 missions along the mission trail on Socorro Road in the Lower Valley.  There is also one in Juarez which is the oldest one in the region (built 1659).

-Wyler Aerial Tramway http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/tram/tram.htm
Good views, common to see hawks nesting in the area.

-El Paso Zoo http://www.elpasozoo.org/
-Diablos Minor League Baseball (affiliated with the Arizona Diamondbacks)

-Patriots Minor League Soccer

-UTEP sports (definitely not a powerhouse football team, but pretty fun anyways)

-Sun Bowl (Big 10/Pac 10 matchup)

