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Micro Mnemonics

Corynebacterium Diptheriae   -   “Corny bacterium”


These bacteria have corny puppy love.  They speak the international language of LOVE – so they don’t need a translator.  Diptheria toxin inhibits the host’s translational apparatus (via binding to EF-2).  Also, think about corn on the cob – if you inhale corn, you have respiratory problems.  Especially if there are bees (beta-phage) all over the corn.

Shigella   -   “Shit-ella”


Like Cinderella, “Shit-ella” has to clean up all the, well, shit.  This leads to bacterial dysentery.  Shit is a negative word, therefore, these guys are gram negative.

Yersinia   -   “Your sin”


The Egyptians (think Old Testament) sinned and had to suffer lots of plagues.  Yersinia causes Bubonic Plague.  Sins are negative, therefore this species is gram negative.

Salmonella   


Think of salmon – packaged in cans.  Salmonella is one of the seven species that are intracellular microbes (they live in phagosomes).  Also, salmon swim against the stream, so this species is gram negative.

Nitrofurantoin   -   “Fury Toe”


You have a furious toe because you peed on it.  This antimicrobial is for urinary tract infections.

